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Corra Lynn Cave, 5Y1, 25th Apr 2011 
 
Graham Pilkington, Peter and Alex Ashenden, Damien Pilkington and sons Rory and Isaiah. 
 
After a leisurely trip out to the cave, we got underground well after 11am.  The main aim of the trip 
was to introduce new members to caving.  And this we did by visiting Grand Central and the Crystal 
Maze.  The path chosen was to minimize vertical climbs so that young Isaiah could handle the 
exercise without assistance.  I also had to carefully plan the route to ensure that Damien would not 
be left behind at smaller bits.  He said that he actually appreciated the fact that I’d picked a route that 
had only just enough room for him to get through!  He’s either a masochist or a caver. 
 
Leaving Damien on the surface to read a book and Alex to catch up on some schoolwork, four of us 
went out to the Portal to give the youngsters a taste of “real” caving.  The Alberta tunnels suited them 
just fine, it was Peter and I that had to struggle along the low tunnels.  I did have an ulterior motive; 
I’d made buffer-guides for the main Portal Dig trolley and wanted to fit them on.  It was also an 
opportunity to return the cleaned rope from the vertical haul and to take in a replacement bucket with 
a chain handle instead of the original plastic one.  The plastic handles on the haul buckets that we 
use are reinforced in the centre and this tends to move the haul rope attachment off-centre and 
cause the bucket to skew and jam in the fissure.  Rory carried in a 1.5m pole with hook that I hope 
will help the person at the dig to lift the buckets past a fissure constriction without having to climb 
back up the dig pit each time they send a bucket out.  This will only work for the next metre of depth, 
at which point the pole plus person will again be too short.  I have to wait for the next trip to find out if 
the technique is a success.  If so, then we can always bring in a pole extender. 
 
Graham Pilkington 

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 
 

Past Trips from General Meetings 
 
February 2011 

Harry Harris and Ken Smith went to New Zealand’s Pearce Resurgence with 4 other divers.  They 
had a grant to study the stygofauna.  Exploratory diving pushed the depth to 194m at which point the 
cave plunges down.  Decompression issues will probably curtail future exploration, especially if the 
passage rises significantly. 
 
March 2011 

Sue McCormick went with three others to Corra Lynn on the 20th March to continue the Portal dig.  
Action on the actual dig was curtailed when one participant became unwell.  About 20cm depth of 
mud was removed after expanding the dig to the sidewalls. 
 
 
April 2011 

1. Ken Smith reported on a Portal digging trip into Corra Lynn Cave on 3rd April. 

2 Graham Pilkington led a Corra Lynn Cave beginners trip on 25th April that also visited the Portal 
Dig to upgrade the trolley by adding guides to the four corners. 

3 Mark Sefton went to Punyelroo Cave, reporting that access via the basal cliff path involved 
getting your feet wet.  He proposed that an internal pool was caused by watering from the golf 
course or vineyard and not from the high river level. 

4 Ken Smith mentioned a trip into Tank Cave to recover gear left over from the body recovery.  
While in the final alcove, he thoroughly explored the area but could find no leads. 

 


